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Proposed UUP Resolution for Open Access to Scholarly Literature
David Solomonoff, Library Systems Manager, SUNY HSB, Brooklyn

purpose, without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from gaining access
to the Internet itself.

The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and the only role for copyright in this domain,
should be to give authors control over the integrity of their work and the right to be properly
acknowledged and cited.

Whereas:

It is essential that SUNY libraries provide the broadest possible access to scholarly literature and are
able to enhance and maintain the quality of SUNY’s library collections for teaching and research.
However, the libraries in the SUNY system face serious financial constraints caused by reductions in
State funding and the escalating prices of journals over many years.

Whereas:

Current journal costs are unsustainable and the current business models and marketing strategies of
commercial publishers bear significant responsibility for those trends.

Be it resolved that:

The UUP encourages SUNY librarians, faculty and researchers to explore and support alternatives to
publishing scholarship with commercial publishers. To further this end:

Faculty and researchers should self-archive their papers and encourage colleagues to do so. The SUNY
Office of Library and Information Services has established a institutional repository
<http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/dpace.htm> to collect, manage, maintain and disseminate the
intellectual output associated with SUNY. It contains article pre-prints, post-prints, other working
papers, electronic journals, visual resources, theses, dissertations, resources in other data formats, etc.
The SUNY Digital Repository is designed to provide this type of online infrastructure for the SUNY
institutions that don't have their own repository on campus.

Whenever possible, papers should be published in journals that provide open access to all the articles
they publish. If no such journals exist in their field they shoudl be encouraged to help launch new

journals committed to open access.
Existing journals should be encouraged to offer open access to their contents, for example, by offering
to serve as editor or reviewer only for journals committed to open access.

If a faculty member or researcher withdraws their services as editor or reviewer from a journal because
of its restrictive access policies, they should let it know why and consider writing an open letter to let
the wider world know.

Foundations funding research should be encouraged to provide the funds to cover the costs, if any, of
publishing work in an open access journal.

Hiring and promotion policies should give proper weight to peer-reviewed publications regardless of
their medium (print or electronic) or their cost (priced or free). Employees and job candidates should be



Proposed UUP Resolution for Open Access to Scholarly Literature
David Solomonoff, Library Systems Manager, SUNY HSB, Brooklyn

Note: I referred to the following resources in writing this resolution:

Budapest Open Access Initiative
hittp://www.soros.org/openaccess/read.shtml

Open Archives Initiative, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
hitp:/fwww.openarchives.org/documents/FAQ) html

Proposed Senate Resolution No. 0304-06R, "Albany Faculty Action Needed to Secure Access to
Journals at an Affordable Price for SUNY Faculty and Students," April 19, 2004
http://'www.albany.edu/senate/senate _bill 0304-06r.html

UUP Working Papers: "Open Access and SUNY: How New Forms of Publication are Transforming
Scholarly Communication,” John Schumacher, System Administration, November 2005
http:/fwww.uupinfo.org/research/working/schumacher.pdf

SPARC®, the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition
http://www.arl.org/sparc/index.html

Proposed Federal Research Public Access Act
http://cornyn.senate.gov/doc_archive/05-02-2006_COE06461 xml.pdf

Whereas:

Scholars publish their research to share new knowledge and promote innovation and learning -- most
often without expectation of payment. The broadest possible access to scholarly literature is vital to all
members of the academic community. This literature includes peer-reviewed journal articles as well as
unreviewed preprints that they might wish to put online for comment or to alert colleagues to important
research findings.

However, scholars, librarians and academic administrators increasingly agree that our current system of
scholarly communication is largely controlled by commercial publishers for their substantial financial
gain -- and is having severe negative budgetary consequences for universities and libraries. Escalating
costs of academic journals and books are making many of these products unaffordable -- putting our
current system of scholarly communication in peril.

Further, even as the Internet creates new opportunities for the dissemination of knowledge, commercial
publishers increasingly seek to restrict electronic access to their publications to further increase their
profits.

Whereas:

Many kinds of wider and easier access to this literature are now possible with new technologies made
possible by the Internet. It is now possible to make scholarly literature available on the public Internet,
permitting users to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of these
articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, or use them for any other lawful



Proposed UUP Resolution for Open Access to Scholarly Literature
David Solomonoff, Library Systems Manager, SUNY HSB, Brooklyn

made aware of this policy.
Be if further resolved that:

Research that has been publicly funded should be made available to the public free of charge.



