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World Civilization I

The Play “Antigone” by Sophocles

 “Antigone” starts with Antigone and Ismene discussing their brothers’ deaths. Polynices, son of Oedipus, led a rebellious army against his brother, Eteocles, the ruler of Thebes. In the ensuing battle they killed each other. Afterwards, Creon, their uncle, assumes rule. He commands that the body of the rebel Polynices be left unburied and un-mourned, and warns that anyone who tampers with the body will be put to death. The clash occurs between Creon, Ismene, Hemon, the Senator, and Antigone. Creon believes that his nephew Polynices should be left on the battlefield without a burial. Antigone on the other hand believes that her brother Polynices should be buried. The clash can’t be resolved because Creon and Antigone can’t come to an agreement.
The Greeks believed that when your body was not buried, your soul was left to wonder around the earth in despair. They also believed that you shouldn’t honor individuals who betray the king and the State. Polynices tried to take over Thebes from Eteocles, he was a traitor and traitors should not be honored.   Creon believes that Polynices wasn’t worthy of a burial because he was a traitor to his brother and his country. As Creon strongly puts it Polynices’ body should be, “left to be devoured by dogs and fouls of the air.”(Page 9) 

Creon’s comment when told that the body was buried was, “do you see Gods honoring the bad” (p12). From this I gather that Creon believed that he is right in stating that Polynices shouldn’t be buried, but when Creon made that statement he did not know that Antigone had buried her brother. In the end no one agrees with Creon and to demonstrate this they kill themselves.  

After Creon found out that Antigone had disobeyed his law, he charges her and sends her to be buried alive. Not only did his niece disobey his command but as a woman, who is considered lower than men, how dare she make such a decision. While Antigone is trying to explain her position, his reply is, “get you down thither and love, if you must love, the dead! No women, while I live, shall order me.”(P 20) 

In Greek society, which is reflected in their plays and other works of art, women were considered servants and second class citizens. Creon’s unwillingness to change his view point about Polynices stands more on his dislike for being ordered by a woman. He says “better be outcast, if we must, of men, than have it said a women worsted us.” (P26) 
Antigone the sister of Polynices believes that her brother should be buried. She bases her beliefs on the laws of the Gods and what seems natural and ethically right. Antigone explains “because it was not Zeus who ordered it or gave such a law to a man; nor did I deem your ordinance of so much binding force, as that a moral man could overbear the unchangeable unwritten code of heaven.”(P 17, l 33) From this statement I gather that Antigone thinks no man has the authority to make the decision about the burying of Polynices. When Ismene refuses to help, Antigone takes on the entire responsibility of burying her brother: "justice will not suffer; you refuse, and I have no partner."  She stood by her beliefs until her death.
The clash  between Creon and Antigone couldn’t be resolved because both were too stubborn to listen to the other’s point of view. 

