Tips to Keep in Mind:

1. Bars – We would LOVE it if you solicited Bars.  Remember, bars are usually closed in the mornings and on Mondays.  Bars do not just have to donate gift certificates; they can also donate t-shirts, glasses, bottles of alcohol or wine, etc.  Bars often have lots of free promotional items that they receive from vendors that would make great auction items.

2. Night Clubs – Same rules apply for soliciting hours and days as apply to bars.  Sometimes night clubs have performers coming in and passes to those performances would make great items.

3. Chain Stores and Restaurant – Some corporate places make donations at their local locations, but most ask for all donation requests to be made via the corporate offices.  Do not be discouraged if corporate locations turn you down.  Simply ask for the contact information for whom to send solicitation letters to and pass that along to us so that we can send them the letters.

4. Boutiques – Ask for items that are unique to their store.  Even little items or items from their sales bins are great.  It’s a good idea to go before holiday season to these stores – they won’t be as busy and they can still get a tax write off for 2006.  It also doesn’t hurt to go again after the holiday season when they have lots of extra items in stock (the second week in Jan.).

5. Salons – Salons can provide both services (everything from manicures and hair cuts to colors and consultations and waxing (the Brazilians have been quite popular in the past ( )) and gift baskets (filled with hair care products and make up).  

6. Liquor stores – VERY POPULAR.  Liquor stores will usually donate a bottle or wine or two.  Please stop in every liquor store that you see and ask for donations.

7. Gyms – Gym memberships are always really popular.  However, gyms can also donate t-shirts, water bottles, nutritional bars and/or coupons, a session with a personal trainer or a pass to just a few classes.  

8. Services – Do not be afraid to think outside the box and solicit for services.  In past years, people have donated knitting lessons, acupuncture, tattoos and piercings, photographers, party planners, tax preparers, plumbers, psychics and tarot card readers. . .all of these services will be very marketable as auction items.  If you yourself are able to provide a service you can feel free to make up your own – such as a running buddy, a con law tutor, etc.

9. Auto shops and other unexpected gems – From the outside, these places can seem intimidating and/or lacking desirable items; however, oil changes, car washes, GAS CARDS all make great auction items.  The same can be said of doctor’s offices (which might have great samples), antique stores, smoke stores, and any other place that you’re unsure of.  It never hurts to try – the worst that they can say is no.   
10. Personal Contacts – This list is by no means exhaustive. Go after those personal contacts.

