Below is a brief update from the caucus from Jennifer Born, Director of Public Affairs, the American Tinnitus Association:

The event was put together by Congressman Harry Teague's office who was one of our 2009 Congressional Champions. Specifically, Nathan Howard, Congressman Teague's Military Legislative Fellow, US Air Force,  who suffers from tinnitus himself led the effort on their end. 

Speakers included, Michael O'Rourke, one of our very own board members, Dr. Richard Salvi, former SAC Chair and Director for the Center for Hearing and Deafness at SUNY Buffalo and Dr. Lucille Beck, Chief Consultant for Rehabilitation Services, National Program Director for Audiology and Speech Services, Office of Patient Care Services for the Veterans Health Administration, Raymond Kelly, an Iraq War Veteran and Legislative Director for AM Vets, and myself representing ATA. The panel was first rate and gave varying degrees of expertise based on their particular area of involvement with tinnitus.

In addition to Co-Chairmen Teague and Roe, the following Congressional Offices had staff members who were in attendance (some are members of the caucus and some are not):

Speaker Pelosi - CA
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter - NY
Congressman Michael McMahon - NY
Congressman Thomas Rooney - FL
Congressman Alan Grayson - FL
Congressman Edward Markey - MA
Congresswoman Carol Shea Porter - NH
Congressman Larry Kissell - NC
Congressman Tim Walz - MN
Congressman Cliff Stearns - FL
Congressman Phil Gingrey - GA
Congresswoman Marcia Fudge - OH
Congressman Joe Baca - CA


In addition, the following Veterans Service organizations had representatives attend: 

National Guard Association of the U.S.
AM Veterans
Vietnam Veterans of America
Disabled American Veterans
Veterans of Modern Warfare
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Blinded Veterans of America
Gold Star Wives of America


And, the Department of Defense Blast Injury Research Program Coordinating Office as well as the Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Rehabilitation and Audiology, and the US Army Medical Research & Material Command were present.

Overall it was a successful event and I think yesterday's hearing helped to pave the way for future hearings with tinnitus included. Our next goal would be to try to be part of a larger, sensory hearing before the veterans affairs committee (in either the house or the senate) and we discussed with a few of the other groups who have like agendas to increase research to try to push for that when the new Congress begins their work in January. The groundwork that the Board and Advocacy committee as well as the "on the ground" work that Deborah and I  have helped to lay over the past four and a half years have greatly helped to allow for this great visibility for tinnitus.

Congressman Teague gave specific thanks to our organization so in terms of raising our visibility as a player in the effort to cure tinnitus, this definitely helped out.

I am working on a joint press release with Congressman Teague's office to also increase visibility for this important event and for the efforts of all those members of Congress who truly care about tinnitus patients and research.

