Equipment Check List
Needle Chest Decompression Skill Station

Training manikin

Latex gloves

Eye protection {goggles)
Sharps container

One inch tape

14-gauge angiocath

Alcohol preps and betadine preps

cdeqpt.sam



Needle Chest Decompression Skill Assessment

Goals: The candidate will demonstrate proficiency in performing needle chest decompression in
the emergent setting. Additionally, the candidate will demonstrate familiarity with the
WREMS protocols related to needle chest decompression as well as the indications and
contraindications for needle chest decompression.

Candidate: ) Preceptor:
Candidate's Certification Number: Date:
Candidate's Level of Certification: Status: SATISFACTORY O
REPEAT SKILL C
REFER TO REMEDIATION [
Points Comments
1. Explains procedure to patient 1

2. Prepares equipment - inserts 14-gauge
needle through the finger of a latex 1
glove to create a one-way valve

3. Identifies the appropriate site for
puncture into the chest - 2nd or 3rd 1*
intercostal space midclavicular or the
4th or 5th space midaxillary

4. Cleanses puncture site with anti-
bacterial swab 1

5. Inserts the needle along the upper
border of the rib and rides the needle 1*
up over the rib

6. Notes the needle "pop" when it enters
the pleural space - (may also note a 1
rush of escaping air at this point)

7. Advances the catheter 1 to 2 inches
holding it securely. The catheter hub 1
should rest against the chest wall

8. Withdraws the needle leaving the
catheter in place 1




Points Comments

9. Notes a rush of escaping air under
pressure 1

10. Secures the catheter in place by
taping it to the chest wall 1

Total Points** > 11

*  Failure to perform this step is a critical failure and requires the candidate to repeat the skill
assessment station.

** 9 points are required for a satisfactory rating. Failure to attain at least 9 points will require
the candidate to repeat the skill assessment station.
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